
“Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.” 
- Ralph Waldo Emerson
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November 2, 2018

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
November 6: Picture retake day 
November 12: Veteran’s Day observed 
November 14: PTC Meeting @ 5:30 
November 19: School Board Meeting @ 5:30 
November 21: Teacher In-Service Day 
November 22-23: Thanksgiving Break 
December 6: Decorating Charlie Brown 
Christmas trees at Edgecomb Town Hall 
December 7: Tree Lighting Celebration at 
Edgecomb Town Hall 
December 13: Holiday Concert 

Principal’s Message 
There’s just something magical about first snow. 
Its lazy fall and quiet whisper is an invitation to 

come and play.  We who work with your children 
can attest to their response being a bit louder 

than a whisper when they were able to go outside 
and play in it.  There are few things as sacred as 
the moments we get to watch our children act 
like children, and even draw us big kids into 
acting like we were the same age as them.   

With Halloween having passed and 
Thanksgiving approaching, I want to thank you 
for being a community of  families that spend 

time together, listen to each other, and challenge 
each other to be the best people we can be.  I 

want to thank our staff  for being so highly 
committed to the safety and personal growth of  
our students.  And most importantly, I want to 

thank our students for working hard and 
inspiring us.  It is an honor for me to serve our 
community in my role as principal here.  I hope 

you enjoy our November newsletter.



Classroom Corner

Mrs. Casey’s Pre-K: 
In the Pre-K class we are learning all about bats! We started by reading a book called 

“Fantastic Bats” which gave us all kinds of  bat facts. Did you know there are 1,000 different kinds of  bats?  We took a 
look at a flying fox bat which is the largest bat and used yarn to see the size of  it’s 6ft wing span. The tiniest bat is the 
bumble bee bat which, has a wing span of  five inches. Students could not believe there is a bat in the world as big as 
them! We made bat hats and also made bats using cylinders, check out Facebook for a picture. We also talked about 
animals that are nocturnal (active at night) and diurnal (active in the day). Students sorted animals into the correct 
group. The fox was our favorite!  

At our morning learning circle we have been counting to 20, practicing the days of  the week, and learning the sound 
“O” makes for October. There have been a few new math games in our centers this week. “Build a Skeleton” is a class 
favorite. Students roll a die, identify the number, and choose the skeleton part based on the key (for example if  you roll 
a 1= take an arm). They continue to roll until they have built a skeleton. Another fun math game is putting the 
correct amount of  spiders on the web. We made “Witches Brew”  where students picked a card and read the amount 
of  each thing needed to put in the brew. There is so much fall learning going on in our classroom. We are continuing 
work on handwriting and pencil grasp using several methods to practice.  Below is a picture of  the Roll-A-Dough 
center, where students use play dough to create the letter. Next we will be using small chalk boards called “Wet, Dry, 
Try”. Students write using chalk, erase with a tiny sponge, and then dry it with a paper towel.  Three great ways to 
write the letter or number.   

Some goals we will be working on in the classroom are identifying pattern block shapes, writing our names, 
identifying more of  the alphabet letters, identifying numbers to 20. Thank you for helping us create our Mat Man 
snack, he was delicious.  

Happy Fall! 
-Mrs.Casey



Mrs. Garey’s Class 
        October has been a busy month !  The Edgecomb Fire Company came to visit our school.  We toured the  
fire trucks and looked at life saving used in fire and rescue situations. Thanks to the Fire Company for the time 
they spent with us talking about safety and providing each student with a bag of  goodies. Thanks to Sparky the 
Fire Dog for coming along too! 
        One day we were all glued to the window watching the first accumulating  flakes of  the season.  The 
sloppy wet snow reminded us to be prepared with extra hats, mittens, and boots.  Students may bring a pair of  
shoes or sneakers to leave in their cubbies. An extra set of  clothes is also helpful to keep in their cubbies as 
well. 
        During the month of  October we learned about the life cycle of  pumpkins.  We made different models 
showing the life cycle of  pumpkins or squash.  We also learned the unique characteristics of  bats.  There are 
two different families of  bats , Megs bats and Micro bats. We read many fiction and nonfiction books about 
bats. The story of   Stellaluna the fruit bat was a favorite.  We also made some bat mobiles. 
        The garlic has been planted for the season.  Ames Supply generously donated compost to add to the 
garlic bed.  All we need is a blank of  straw to cover the bed for the winter. 
- Mrs. Garey

Ms. Crocker’s 3/4 Class 
The 3rd and 4th grade students are doing a wonderful job adjusting to their long term substitute teacher, Mrs. 
Doody, while Ms Crocker is home with baby Harbor! The class won the Box Top Competition for September 
and thoroughly enjoyed a popcorn and juice party (a big shout out to the PTC - Thank you!). They are hoping 
their October box top collecting efforts were enough so they can hold on to the trophy for another month!! In 
literacy we are learning about synonyms, verb tenses, text and graphic features, as well as weekly vocabulary 
and spelling words. In math we continued working on graphing and data tracking by monitoring the sunrise 
and sunset times one day per week. We just started working on division and the students are finding that the 
concept of  remainders feels a bit strange to them! In science we continued our unit on weather and climate. 
This week we started learning about temperature. The students found it quite interesting that the speed of  
molecules impacts the temperature reading. During an experiment in the classroom where we were monitoring 
temperature, a few students figured out that if  they created friction by rubbing their hands together, the 
temperature of  their skin would go up! Lastly, in social studies we are learning about the Constitution of  the 
United States. During a conversation about the three branches of  government, they were very surprised to 
learn that Supreme Court judges are appointed for life. The ideas they had about what might negate the 
lifetime appointment were quite interesting! Mrs. Doody is having a wonderful time working with the 3rd and 
4th grade class and is honored to be their temporary teacher! 
- Mrs. Doody



Mrs. Currier’s Class Newsletter

	  

	 Mrs Currier’s grades 1& 2 students continue to make discoveries!  In social studies 
we have been developing our understanding of  explorers and making comparisons 
between long ago and today.  Learning how journeys were made, how explorers 
navigated, and how those things are done differently today. 

In science we have been having “Farmer Lisa” visit with the class two days a 
month to teach a unit about nightshade vegetables.  In science we have also been 
investigating fall leaves and how they become detritus and move through the food chain.  
The class also made pumpkin predictions and then explored the parts of  the pumpkin 
while observing and learning about decomposition. 



Steps to Success! 
     The latest word of  importance in the "Step World" is empathy.  Empathy means "feeling or understanding 
what another person is feeling." It's like putting yourself  in their shoes. The children are discovering that facial 
expressions and body gesture can help us read another person's feelings. Did you know that the exact same 
situation can cause people to have different emotional responses? Not only that, but we can all see the same 
object or situation very differently because of  "perspective." These are ideas that the children have been 
discussing and connecting with on a personal level. Have you ever done the wrong thing... you know it's the 
wrong thing... but you find yourself  laughing anyway? What is that? Why does it happen? Have you ever been 
around when it has happened to someone else? How do you respond to that? Ask your child about empathy, and 
think about this Second Step quote: "Compassion is empathy in action.” 
- Mrs. Slack

From the Nurse 
     Just a reminder that it is prime time for viruses to be passing through public places. We try to be extra 
vigilant in wiping down desks, light fixtures, faucets and doorknobs at school during these times. It is a great 
idea for you to do the same at home, and encourage frequent hand washing by your child and all family 
members.   
     Here are some ways to know when to keep them home, when to send them back to school and when to 
call the doctor:  If  your child has a fever above 100 degrees even after taking medication, is throwing up or 
has diarrhea, or has pink, crusty eyes, they should stay home.  If  they have a runny nose or just a little 
cough, but no other symptoms; haven't taken any fever reducing medicines in the last 24 hours and haven't 
had a fever during that time and haven't thrown up or had any diarrhea for 24 hours, it is safe to send them 
back to school.  If  your child has had a fever above 100 degrees for more than two days, has been vomiting 
or had diarrhea for more than two days, has had the sniffles for more than a week and doesn't seem to be 
getting better or has asthma symptoms after using their inhaler medicine, it is time to call the doctor.  If  a 
child with asthma has trouble breathing after using their inhaler, it is best to call 911.  Remember, covering 
a cough and good hand hygiene are excellent ways to prevent the spread of  germs to family and friends.  
Thank you!! 
- Mrs. Crocker



News from the Rose Garden #3 

What a crazy month it we just had!  No sooner did the 6th graders return from Chewonki, than we started our Fall 
NWEAs, a series of  online assessments in math, reading, and language arts.  The students all worked very hard, 
and were great about adjusting to mixed-up schedules.  One popular side effect was that they had very little 
homework.  Another side effect was that we had lots of  time for Social Studies and very little time for Literacy. 

Once the testing starting winding down it was on to some seasonal special events.  The 4/5 class helped prepare 
for the PTC’s “Trunk-r-Treat” event by building mystery boxes.  Thanks go out to Mrs. Hodgdon and Mrs. 
Wenners for their assistance.  Students also enjoyed our annual Math-o-Lantern activity, where we carved 
pumpkins using ONLY polygons.  Mrs. Abello was a great help with that.  Thanks to her, too.  Don’t remember 
what a polygon is?  Ask a student in grades 3-6.  

Well, we’re finally getting back on track.  Students are presenting their 2nd book talks of  the year in Literacy.  The 
books are interesting, and the presentations are stronger and delivered with more confidence than last month’s 
talks. 

For social studies students have continued learning about our government, while also beginning work on the 
history of  our country.  We couldn’t let Columbus Day / Native Peoples’ Day go by without acknowledgement.  
More on that next time. 

As part of  our ongoing Government unit, students have had some lively discussions about who our state and 
national representatives are in both houses, who is up for re-election, and who is running against them.  They’ve 
explored what the requirements are to run for the different Houses of  Congress and the basics of  what happens 
there.  The latest topic has been about our upcoming elections and how Maine is making history with statewide 
rank-choice voting.  Is it a sign of  things to come for the whole country?  Time will tell.  Be a part of  history.  
Remember to vote on November 6th. 

It’s time for conferences! 
Mrs. Browne and Ms. Rose will be engaging in parent/teacher conferences from Tuesday, November 6th, through 
Tuesday, November 20th.  Please call Mrs. Reid to schedule a conference.  There are a limited number of  spaces 
available each day, so call Mrs. Reid as soon as possible for the widest selection of  times.  We both look forward to 
meeting with each of  you, both to share accolades and concerns and to work with you to make your child’s 
learning experience the best it can be. 

See you soon! 
Ms. Rose



Mrs. Browne’s Science & Math 
Fourth, fifth and sixth graders have been enjoying lots of fun surrounding 

Halloween and fall and are really starting to dig deep in both math and science. 
Fourth and fifth graders took a test in math on volume of rectangular prisms 

and all did exceptionally well, ask your child to show you their scores! Now we 
have moved on to focusing on our basic multiplication facts and using these facts to do extended 
multiplication facts. Be sure to encourage your children to study these just a few minutes each day to see big 
improvements! This is all getting us ready for learning and practicing different ways to multiply multi-digit 
numbers. 

In science, fourth, fifth and sixth graders are learning about matter. We learned about solids, liquids 
and gases. We explored the properties of solids and liquids further by making oobleck (check below for an 
oobleck recipe) and using our observation skills to decide which type of matter oobleck is! We also have 
moved on to learning about atoms and the periodic table of elements. Ask your children to tell you about 
some of our activities! 

Sixth graders have been learning about number systems in math including different types of numbers 
such as counting numbers, whole numbers, integers and rational numbers. This week we made fraction strips 
to help us compare the different sizes of fractions. Soon we will be moving on learning about greatest 
common factors, least common multiples and how to multiply fractions. 

In science class, sixth graders have been getting excited about learning about outer space. All the 
students seem engaged in this material and are full of excellent questions. Specifically, we have learned a little 
bit about the moon, the Sun and each planet. We have also modeled how gravity works with objects in space 
(check out the photos of this below)  and how it causes smaller objects to orbit larger objects. Most recently, 
we have studied the scale of the distance between objects in or solar system and beyond. This week students 
will be bringing home the “pocket” solar systems they created. Ask to see these! 

Outside of regular class time, we have also had fun together creating devices that can pick up candy 
corn and carving our pumpkins! 

Oobleck Recipe 
Note: Oobleck is a Non-Newtonian Fluid 

or a liquid that acts like a solid when pressure is applied.
1 cup of water

1 1/2 - 2 cups of corn starch
A few drops of green food coloring
(Mix up all ingredients in a bowl using 

your hands, enjoy!)



Integrated Studies 
Edgecomb Eddy students learned about how powerful a simple silhouette can be against a sunset when 
they used both in an 2-part art project. After painting a watercolor sunset, younger students traced and cut 
out a cat, or an owl. The older students painted a sunset scene and then using black paint or crypts, they 
added a silhouette. What resulted was the creation of  amazing images in every grade!  
- Robin MacCready 

Paige’s
artwork

Abbie’s
artwork

Many thanks to everyone who has donated bottles! Our first full bin yielded $89! Some of  this money 
was used for classroom materials and cooking projects! 
- Mrs. Gosselin



Music 
Winter Concert preparations are underway!  The students are hard at work learning new selections 
and getting organized...Students have been given practice packets and the following link will take 
you to recordings to be used outside of class time.  Feel free to download or copy the recordings as 
is helpful and let us know if you have any difficulty accessing them...(There will be a limited 
number of CDs available next week to be checked out, for those that prefer a non-digital option).
Here is the link:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pq4toM4T3fc7Dhxd97idDZFCIyo6bXJP?usp=sharing
Happy practicing!
Ms. McIvor

Thank you all for making our 4th annual 
Trunk-or-Treat event such a fun and special occasion.  The trunks were beautifully decorated and the 
costumes were a real treat to see.  We would like to express special thanks to a few key people for their 
hard work with organizing and creating fun events for all to enjoy here.  Thank you to…Nicole McKay, 
Heidi & Barrett Fuller, Krystle Hodgdon, Gretchen & Chris Armstead, Sarah Clark, Laura Lynch, 
firefighters Marc Babineau & Roland Abbott, families & friends who decorated their trunks, and staff 
members who dressed up and had fun with our students and families.  Congratulations to the Niemi 
family (see below) who won for best decorated trunk.  Good luck to competitors next year.  If you were 
not able to attend this year, we hope to see you next October.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pq4toM4T3fc7Dhxd97idDZFCIyo6bXJP?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pq4toM4T3fc7Dhxd97idDZFCIyo6bXJP?usp=sharing










CLOSING THOUGHTS…

Box Top Totals for October 
Mrs. Casey = 		 230	 Mrs. Garey = 		 166 
Mrs. Currier = 	 79	 Mrs. Crocker = 	 128 
Mrs. Rose =	 	 258	 Mrs. Browne = 	 24 
Grand Total: 885 Box Tops 

Mrs. Rose’s 4/5 class is the big winner this month, so 
bragging rights slide their way.  Let’s see if  the trophy 
moves somewhere else next month.  Keep clipping and 
sending in those Box Tops

AOS 98 App 
If  you have a smart phone (an iPhone or an 
android), you should go to the App Store on 

your device and load our AOS 98 App.  It’s free, 
and it allows you to easily access Edgecomb 

Eddy’s website.  By loading our app, you’ll be 
able to see Edgecomb Eddy news, search for 
documents, read live feeds, and receive push 

notifications.  The push notifications would be 
used to alert families around important events or 

happenings, such as delays or cancellations, 
transportation changes, or reminders for events 
happening on that day.  Loading this app is a 
great step to staying as easily informed about 
Edgecomb Eddy as possible.  Please take a 

moment to load this app today.


